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€LINICS. tabdomen and inability to pass water. He 
4 had been tramping about the country seek- 
¢ing work, and had undergone great priva- 

Clinical Remarks on Retention of Urine.$ tions. He had beén a drinker, but had 
By James Pacer, Esq.—During the last? never had gonorrhoea. He had had diffi- 
week three cases of retention of urine from $ culty in passing water for twenty years, but 
stricture have been admitted into St. Bar- had never before had retention. For two 
tholomew’s Hospital. Retention of urine,’ months he had had more than usual diffi- 
Mr. Paget said, was often spoken of as a$ culty, and for a short time before admission 
disease. Really it was merely a convenient ? he had been unable to pass any urine. This, 
term, signifying only that the patient bagel be Paget said, was a common history— 
not pass urine, for it might happen in the 3 there was a difficulty for many years; and 
course of almost any disease of the urinary } then, after more than usual privations and 
organs. Inthe present lecture, he should exposure to cold weather, actual retention 
only speak of the retention of urine so far? occurred. On admission, slight attempts 
as it was caused by stricture of the urethra. } were made to pass a catheter. The urethra 

The’first case was that of a thin, feeble, bled, and therefore the attempt was aban- 
emaciated man, admitted for pain in the}doned. He was then put in a warm bath, 
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and afterwards sent to bed, and had a dose } for two days before admission he had passed 
of opium. Gradually he began to pass water in drops only. When admitted he 
water, and by night he was easy; next} was very feeble. His face and lips were 
morning he felt nearly well. In four days} livid, and he had pain in the lower part of 
catheterism was again tried, and No. 7; the abdomen and complete retention. The 
was passed through the stricture. same treatment as in the other cases was 
The next case was that of a man who} adopted. His bladder had never been very 
was well nourished, and, in general, healthy. } much distended, but he grew worse, and 
He had pain in the abdomen, and inability ; died, not especially from the retention, but 
to pass urine. He had had several attacks} more from a general break-up, which this 
of gonorrhoea, but was not an intemperate} had hastened. Indeed, for some time before 
man, He had, however, just been out on} death there was probably no urine secreted, 
furlough, and he ascribed the pain and {so that he then suffered from the effects of 
retention to beer-drinking. He had had suppression, rather than from retention. 
three attacks, and said that ‘‘the beer al-: In reference to this old man’s case, Mr. 
ways did it.’’ The first difficulty was three} Paget said that many people who were not 
years ago. On admission a catheter was} exactly ill—who kept at their ordinary work, 
passed, and about an ounce of urine was} and who often filled very abl¥ posts requiring 
drawn off. 'The eye of the catheter then considerable application—were often in a 
became choked. A dose of opium was; condition in which slight attacks of disease 
given. He was better after this, and soon } of some special organ would show how little 
passed a little more urine. In the night, } vigour they really had to encounter more 
however, he became worse, had more pain, $ than the routine trials of life. As he said, 
and could not pass any water. ‘The house- } they were in one sense well, and about at 
surgeon was called to him, and finding it; their werk, but had not one organ which 
impossible to pass a catheter, he ordered} was fairly healthy. Thus they would be 
him to take another dose of opium. Next} subject to cough in winter, and their winter 
morning the house-surgeon was able to pass} was a long one, and atall times their breath- 
acatheter. The patient was much relieved, ing was short. Again, they might have 
and in thirty-six hours was as well as usual. } stricture, or hernia, or were bilious. Though 
There was a stricture, but in four days No. } such persons are equal to routine work, yet 
8 was passed, and the man soon went back} when they become ill, they die, as, for in- 
to his duties. stance, by an attack of retention of urine, 
This patient’s circumstances presented a} or by diarrhea. So long as they can get 





bust, well clothed, and well fed. But in}they are apparently well; but when any 
this case there was also an exciting cause. } kind of sickness attacks them, they have no 
He was on furlough, and had been eating} power of resistance. They lose their appe- 
and drinking more than usual, and thus the; tite; nothing tempts them, and everything 
strictured urethra became completely stop: } pulls at them—their old bronchitis, old 
ped. The same treatment was adopted in? stricture. The old house tumbles down, as 
both cases and with the same result. ; there is no single brick that is sound. It 
The third patient was a moderately nour- is not because one organ is much diseased, 
ished, feeble man, 70 years of age. He was} but because not one is quite sound; they 
a cab-driver, and had drank freely when } die because there is nothing good, and not 
young, but not lately. He was much re- } because there is any one thing exceedingly 
duced in health, and had many signs that; bad. In the old man admitted with reten- 
his constitution was breaking down. He; tion, the kidneys were granular, the liver 
had gouty knuckles, was subject to winter} fatty, and the heart large and fatty. 
cough, and, in fact, his vigour seemed? The history of all the above-recited cases 
giving way at every point; it was not the {of retention shows that there was in all 
failure of one organ only, but ofmany. The ‘habitual and constant difficulty in micturi- 
difficulty of passing water he had had for} tion, and then, on some exposure or excess, 
six years. It was always worse by exposure {retention ensued. It is Well, therefore, to 
to cold weather. For relief he had been in consider the two stages separately. Insuch 
the habit of passing a No.2 bougie. He ; cases, the difficulty is not always due to a 
had been much worse for one month, and ; bad stricture, as in the cases mentioned. 


contrast to those of the first. He was ro- about their work, and can eat and drink, 
$ 
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No. 7 or No. 8 would readily pass ee placed under circumstances of re- 
the temporary cause inducing complete } straint, when it is impossible to make water, 
closure had passed away. In a patient ad- {as when any one is looking at them, etc., 
mitted with retention with a history of} the desire to do so comes on, but instead of 
stricture, it is the safest to assume, in regard; the water flowing, there are merely efforts 
to his permanent state, that the stricture is} to expel it constantly restrained by contrac- 
a bad one. It is hard to tell what amount} tion of the urethral muscles, the abortive 
of stricture there may be; but if of long; efforts being productive of much distress. 
standing, and if the difficulty has been con-; The other condition, which, superinduced 
siderable, then, probably, the urethra is} onthe permanent stricture, causes retention, 
much narrowed. If, however, the patient; is disordered vascularity, a transient state 
during the period of difficulty has sometimes; of congestion. In another of the patients 
passed water easily, probably it is not aj who died, the stricture extended from a 
bad one. The complete stoppage of the} point just beyond the glans to the mem- 
urethra, when retention follows on perma- ; branous part of the urethra, and in addition 
nent stricture is due to one or both of _ there was much swelling and congestion. 
conditions—to muscular spasm, and to dis-; To illustrate the way in which sudden 
ordered vascularity. There are no signs to; stoppage occurs, from swelling and conges- 
tell to which retention is due, and probably; tion, Mr. Paget spoke of the stoppage in 
they both exist together. the nostrils which occurs in a common 

In such cases, then, we must keep in} cold. This is a good example, in conse- 
mind three things: 1. The existence of a! quence of there being in the nasal passage 
permanent stricture; 2. Muscular spasm; no muscular action to account for it. In 
and 3. Inflammatory swelling. Of course, ? some people this will occur very suddenly, 
retention may arise from impaction of frag-} and completely obstruct the passage of air. 


ments of calculi in the urethra, and many 
other causes not the subject of this lecture. 

The idea that muscular spasm is generally 
a considerable element as a cause of reten- 


When in a short time the swelling of a 
healthy mucous membrane will completely 
obstruct the nostril, it was easy to conceive 
that a urethra may be rapidly occluded in 


the same way, and this of course would 
occur more rapidly when the urethra was 


tion in these cases seems to be confirmed 
by avery common expression of the pa- 
tients, that if they could stop the strain, they ; narrowed by stricture. 

could make water easily, and this alsoshows’ In treating cases of retention of urine 
that they are suffering from a temporary: from stricture, in which, however, the sud- 
rather than from a permanent condition. } den stoppage is brought about by temporary 
The muscular action is disordered. Thus, } conditions of muscular spasm and swelling, 
when the bladder contracts, the urethral; we must not trust too much to treatment by 
muscles, instead of being relaxed, contract; instruments. In all cases Mr. Paget said 
also and prevent the escape of the urine, in‘ it is justifiable to make an attempt, quietly 
fact, the muscles of the bladder and urethra } and without any roughness or force, to pass 
strain one against another, the muscles ofa fair-sized instrument, but it is a great 
the urethra having the advantage. This{ mistake to set to work to get a catheter 
condition of disordered muscular action? into the bladder by persevering manipulation. 


may be illustrated, Mr. Paget said, by 
stammering. The stammerer cannot at the 
same time keep open his glottis and also 
combine the actions of the articulating 
muscles of the lips, etc., in the same way 
that the man with retention cannot expel 
from the bladder and prevent the constricting 
muscles of the urethra from acting at the 
same time. We may thus say that the 
retention is due, so far as disordered mus- 
cular action is concerned, to a stammering 
bladder. In some few and exceptional 
cases disordered muscular action appears to 
be the sole cause of retention. In nervous 


If, he said, we can pass the instrument 
easily it should of course be done, but if 
} not, we must trust to medical treatment. 
For in such cases, as shown above, it is not 
amere mechanical obstruction which is to 
be overcome, but a temporary condition, 
which requires treating on general princi- 
ples. Failing to pass the catheter easily, 
we should give a full dose of opium, or 
perhaps laudanum by the rectum, and place 
the patient in a warm bath and afterwards 
put him to bed. In the large majority of 
cases this treatment will be followed by 
relief. Suppose the urgency of the case 
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relieved and that the patient gets rid of his 
urine, we should still wait four or five days 
before we attempt to treat the permanent 


stricture. By waiting, we do not lose time {on the gunwale of a boat. 


as at first only a very small instrument 
could be passed, but by waiting we may at 
the first trial pass an instrument of consider- 
able size. Such was shown in the treatment 
of the first two cases above given. But in 
others, relief does not follow, and then the 
question arises, under what circumstances 
are we to relieve the bladder by mechanical 
interference? The answer should be given 
by the length of time the retention has 
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by the method of rapid dilatation. The 
patient, a man aged 30, three and a-half 
years ago, ruptured his urethra by falling 
By treatment 
the urethra was restored, with a moderate 
amount of stricture. He then neglected 
his case for nine months, but was at length 
obliged, by return of difficulty in micturi- 
tion, to apply for assistance. During the 
last six months he had been under treat- 
ment, but no instrument had been passed 
into the bladder. He was then sent to St. 
Bartholomew’s Hospital. . 

He was kept quiet in bed for a few days, 


lasted, by the amount of pain, and especially }no attempt being made to pass an instru- 


by the distension of the bladder. If the } ment. 


bladder is much distended then it is im- 


portant to interfere; or if it is not distended, 


On the necessity of rest previous 
to the use of instruments, etc., in treating 
cases of stricture, Mr. Paget spoke in the 


but feels very hard, and the symptoms }last Lecture; it was necessary, he said, in 


urgent, we ought to interfere. Of course it 


all cases of bad stricture. In a few days 


is impossible to lay down arbitrary rules for {a trial was made, and a small instrument 


the treatment of extreme cases, In all cases 
in which such mechanical interference was 
necessary, Mr. Paget assumed that the 


2 


was passed into the bladder, and again a 
few days after. On the second attempt, 
however, a severe rigor followed. Mr. 


patient could not pass any urine. About } Paget considered that this was a fair case 


eight weeks ago a patient was admitted, {for treatment by rapid dilatation. 


The 


who had for many years suffered from an instrument he used for this purpose was 


old and severe stricture of the urethra. 


Some operation had, before his admission, ; 
been performed on the perineum, but hej 


was not relieved. He was admitted with 


that invented by Mr. Barnard Holt. So 
far the result was satisfactory, as No. 8 
could afterwards be easily passed, and the 
man had had no bad symptoms. Here, 








complete retention, and had not passed urine ?then, by this rapid method of dilatation, 
for thirty-six hours. From the urgency of} various stages of treatment, generally 
the symptoms it seemed essential to intro- a, had been stepped over. 

duce a catheter. Chloroform was given; Of course this treatment is only to be 
and avery small catheter, No. } or 4 was {thought of in organic stricture, in which 
passed, and he was relieved. Larger in- there is a good deal of fibrous thickening. 
struments have since been passed. Mr.‘ Just as in scars, as often seen after burns, 
Paget then spoke of the great caution re- ‘contraction gradually goes on; so in the 
















quired in treating cases of stricture by in- 
struments. He said there was danger from 
being too bold, and that in fact, what ap- 
peared boldness was oftener cowardice, the 
surgeon being fearful of some danger from 
waiting, which fear better knowledge would 
show him to be groundless.—Med. Times 
and Gazette, March 22, 1862. 

Clinical Remarks on the Treatment of 
Stricture by Rapid Dilatation.—The fol- 
lowing is reported from a clinical lecture 
delivered by Mr. Paget :— 

In the Lecture last reported Mr. Paget 
spoke of the treatment of retention of urine 
consequent upon stricture. In the first 
part of this Lecture he gave the particulars 
of.a case of stricture which he had treated 





urethra, the fibrous material deposited in 
the walls of the urethra goes on contracting. 
It is in this condition, and not in stricture 
from spasm or increased vascularity, that 
such treatment is admissible. 

In all such cases, except a few rare excep- 
tional ones, if an instrument of any size 
can be passed into the bladder the stricture 
may be cured by gradual dilatation. In 
Kenton Ward a patient is now able to pass 
No. 8 easily, in whom it was difficult on 
his admission to pass the smallest sized 
bougie. In this method of treatment it is 
necessary to increase the size of the instru- 
ments very gradually, and thus a long time 
is taken upintreatment. The loss of many 
weeks is toa labouring man, or indeed to 
any one who has to work, of so great con- 
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sequence, that it has long been a desidera- 
tum to find a rapid and safe means of curing 
stricture. By gradual dilatation in a bad 
case of stricture it will be perhaps twelve 
months before the patient can do without 
- passing an instrument every week or two. 
This method too is not only long and tedious, 
but is also liable to vexatious and annoying 
troubles, and considerable risk to health. 
Hemorrhage, inflamed prostate, orchitis, 
ete. And, after all, when the patient is 
fully relieved, he is.not finally cured. After 
twelve months’ treatment he must still 
every few weeks or months pass an instru- 
ment in order that he may not lose ground. 
To recapitulate, gradual dilatation is tedious, 
liable to risk, and is not finally curative. 

Surgeons have long endeavoured to find 
some method which would cure rapidly and 
safely. Mr. Paget said that when he was 
a student it was not an uncommon practice 
to pierce astricture. A catheter was passed 
down to the stricture, and then a stillette 
was pressed through its end, and if possible, 
through the stricture. This method is now 
almost disused, and is not to be recom- 
mended except in some cases in which the 
stricture is in the most anterior part of the 
urethra. 
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many suffer from diseased kidneys, it will 
now and then be followed by death. 

There are cases in which this method is 
far the best—cases in which there are large 
and numerous fistula, and also cases in 
which there is large perineal induration, 
which induration is certain to go on con- 
tracting, and when the stricture is tempo- 
rarily cured, nearly certain to recontract. 

Mr. Paget next spoke of the methods of 
treating stricture by internal incision. 

He then showed and explained the action 
of Mr. Wakley’s instruments for rapid dila- 
tation of stricture, and also those used in 
this case—those of Mr. Holt. The principle 
was the same in both Mr. Wakley’s and 
Mr. Holt’s instruments, and it might be 
difficult to say which was the better plan. 

In the case the subject of these remarks, 
.Mr. Paget said that all the advantage of 
speed had been obtained, and also of safety 
—no more risk than in passing an ordinary 
catheter. The only question is, Is this 
method finally curative? On this point 
more experience is required. Mr. Holt’s 
experience has been very extensive, and it 
is difficult to believe, from his cases, that 
the cure is not ofien permanent. 

If, Mr. Paget said, rapid cure is deter- 
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Another method introduced by Mr. Syme } mined on, it should be the rule to keep 
—the so-called perineal section—is to divide § perineal section for the very worst cases. 
the stricture in the perineum. First, to {In rapid dilatation, as well as in perineal 
pass a small grooved staff through the stric- {section, an instrument of some kind must 





ture, and then, inserting the knife in the 
groove, behind the stricture, to cut forwards. 
This done, a large instrument can easily be 
passed into the bladder. There can, Mr. 
Paget said, be no doubt of the great ad- 
vantages of this method of treatment. To 
step at once, without tediousness and with 
little danger, from No. 1 to No. 9 is a point 
of the greatest consequence. And when 
the whole stricture is thoroughly divided, 
the cure might be considered permanent. 
He had watched cases for several years after 
the operation, and no contraction had oc- 
curred; in fact, the great value of Mr. 
Syme’s method is, that it may be a lasting 
cure. It is not, however, altogether free 
from risk to life; and, although this risk 
may not be greater than three or four per 
cent., yet for strictures that may be cured 
by other means, this mortality, although 
comparatively small, ought to be taken 
seriously into consideration. This is the 
only objection. Although, as an operation 
on persons of good health it is safe, yet, as 


first be passed. But, is it always possible 
to pass aninstrument? The cases in which 
it is not possible are certainly very few in 
number; but in strictures consequent on 
injury, producing complete rupture and 
separation of the urethra, and on extensive 
sloughing, and in some cases of narrow 
crooked strictures, it may be quite impossi- 
ble. It is better, Mr. Paget said, that we 
‘ should act as if the stricture is permeable, 
until we found that every effort to get 
through it is unavailing. If, after the pa- 
tient has been kept in bed, and if, after 
careful trials, the patient being under the 
iufluence of chloroform, we still find it 
impossible, then neither of the above 
methods could be tried. Such cases are, 
however, he repeated, extremely rare.— 
Med. Times and Gaz., March 29th, 1862. 
Clinical Remarks on the Treatment of 
Chorea. By Dr. Witxs.—It is well known 
that there are fifty remedies against this 
disorder, and even more than this number 
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collect them from medical writings; and; cure seems to depend upon the removal of 
yet those who have not the opportunity of} all those circumstances which may have 
witnessing the practice of others, are well joxcied the disease at the onset and then 
satisfied with their own particular remedy ‘ perpetuated it, as well as upon the control- 
as the best, in consequence of having gene- ling the patient by the stricter discipline of 
rally found it successful. Thus scarcely a‘ an institution and the more correct regimen. 
week passes but we hear of some new me- $ Thus it is that although amongst our out- 
dicine which will infallibly cure this dis- ‘ patients recovery will ensue under the ordi- 
ease ; and even it is worth the time of the; nary treatment in a certain time, yet this is 
British Association to discuss the merits of} often protracted, and sometimes even no 
some novel anti-choreal drug. All the ; benefit at all results. Under these circum- 
while the believers in iron, zinc, belladonna, ; stances, if the patient be admitted into the 
or galvanism, still exist. In Guy’s Hospital ; hospital, a change speedily takes place. 
iron was superseded by zinc; and then,; We should state that as the nurses are 
according to Addison and Bird, both were ; staunch believers in physic, we have been 
inferior to galvanism. This, however, did ; obliged to order the children alittle coloured 
not take a year to be forgotten, although ! or sweet water. We append a few cases 
lately revived by the French physicians. ; in order to prove our position that chorea is 
Now, we think it would be tolerably } a disease which tends to get well of itself, 
evident to an unprofessional person, or to? but is assisted in the process by tonic reme- 
one unacquainted with the disease in ques- dies, especially of the mineral kind. This 
tion, that where a malady can be cured by we regard as absolutely certain, and appears, 
so many remedies, it may be very well wed see to be the only explanation of the 
to itself, and can be placed in the same‘ numberless remedies which are in vogue to 
category as whooping-cough, and many : cure this disease. 
other disorders which tend to aspontaneous{ Case 1. A girl, aged 15, had been ailing 
cure. We had almost arrived at this cng month with symptoms of severe chorea, 
clusion when visiting some years ago the $ and had got so much worse during the last 
Paris Hospitals, and discovering that at one } week that she was unable to stand, and was 
time iron was the remedy; at another, no obliged to keep her bed. Her medical ad- 
drug could equal strong coffee; and at viser, a very good practitioner, had treated 
another, that certain gymnastic movements, ; her up to this time without relief. On ad- 
on the plan adopted at the ‘‘ H6pital des‘ mission it was seen to be as bad acase as 
Enfans Malades,” were quite sufficient to’ is usually witnessed. She was obliged to 
cure the disease. be placed in bed with sides to it, for fear of 
It would appear to be true that tonics are ¢ her falling out. She was in constant move- 
useful, and that it is important to correct } ment, throwing her limbs about, the skin of 
any morbid state of the alimentary canal.; which was knocked off on several parts, 
With this idea the late Dr. Hughes had a owing to the violence of the jactitation. She 
favourite and very useful remedy, consisting ’ was scarcely able tospeak. She had become 
of rhubarb steeped in port wine. Allother? very thin. She was ordered a little syrup 
medicines acting on these principles are {and water to be taken three times a day. 
beneficial, and we generally administer; After a short period she began to improve, 
them. But in order to impress upon stu- $ was soon able to sit up in bed, then to walk, 
dents the importance of attempting a rational ; and finally she left the hospital quite well, 
treatment of disease so that they may know 3 exactly four weeks after admission; the 
with what purpose they are administering 3 usual time, it may be said, when the most 
medicines, we have for some years past ? highly-vaunted remedies are said to cure. 
taken bad cases of chorea into the hospital Case 2. Sophia B., aged 7, admitted May 
so that students might witness for themselves $6, 1858. Symptoms of chorea had been 
the fact of the spontaneous cure of the dis- } gradually coming on for two months, but 
ease, and in order also to disabuse their 3 she had still been able to walk about and 
minds of the false notion that iron and ot do to school. Two weeks ago she fell 


may be discovered if it be worth while ‘ be obtained except in a hospital, for the 








cure the disease by an antidotal sort of:down, when all the symptoms became 
action. worse. On admission she was unable to 


This result, we may remark, can scarcely ? stand, the jactitation was general, so that 
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she was obliged to keep her bed. A slight} the chemist, as a dose of castor oil, tine- 
systolic bruit existed. She was ordered ; ture of rhubarb, or may be an astringent 
Syr. aurantii 3ss, tr. cardam. c. mM, v, aq. } mixture, are for the most part successful. 
33s ter die. Such cases do well under the simplest treat- 
On May 11, a little better. On 14th, ? ment, or even under one which most medi- 
much better. After this she still improved, §cal men adopt in their own cases—starva- 
and on the 28th all movements had ceased. 3 tion for twenty-four hours until the attack 
She then left the hospital, but was directed’ be past. If the case do not, however, 
to take some steel mixture with her, think- {soon recover, all such means are useless, 
ing it might be of service, and not then in- } and the poor person, tired of the trouble or 
terfering with the natural course of the} expense, comes to the hospital. It is then 
disease. a case of one or two or perhaps three weeks’ 
Case 3. Maria H., aged 8, came into the ; standing. The mucous membrane is re- 
hospital with the last-named patient, and ; laxed, and cannot ‘be compared with the 
left about the same time. Three weeks ago $ condition arising from the temporary cause 
choreal symptoms came on without an as-? above mentioned. Dr. Wilks thinks the 
signable cause. A slight systolic murmur} general use of astringents is owing to their 
existed. Jactitations considerable, so as to $ name, and a general @ priori belief in their 
prevent her doing anything, although she ; efficacy; and also on account of the ap- 
did not keep her bed. She was avery in-‘ parently good result which follows their 
telligent child, but her father was a lunatic. ? administration in simple cases. If, how- 
She took no medicine, and in three weeks$ ever, the case should be protracted, as it is 
was quite well. 3 when it comes before the hospital physi- 
Case 4. Emily J., aged 14. She had ; cian, he finds these remedies of little value. 
been ill two years with attacks of chorea, ; Of this class of remedies the one which he 
and had been an out-patient twelve weeks, ? likes best is the hematoxylon. This, how- 
taking several remedies—as zinc, iron, etc., $ever, being given with other medicine, a 
without benefit, She was advised to enter ?direct conclusion as to its efficacy can 
the hospital on January 12, 1859. She took $ scarcely be arrived at. The mixture he 
Syr. aurantii 3ss, aq. 3j ter. die, and at} usesis composed of extract of hematoxylon, 
once began to improve. On February | she; ipecacuanha wine, and tincture of opium, 
walked about, and was almost steady. In} made up with the ordinary chalk mixture. 
two more weeks she left well. } This is avery capital mixture where ulcera- 
Several other cases of a similar nature; tion of the bowel exists, as in phthisis. 
might be mentioned, where the children 3 Dr. Wilks’ favourite remedy, however, isa 
recovered without the administration of any $ mineral acid. Sulphuric acid he has often 
medicine, and we remember two cases$found successful, but also disappointing, 
where colchicum was given, after strong } and has thus preferred a mixture which has 
recommendation, with good result; but $ been spoken of lately as a new discovery— 
probably the disease had only worn itself nitric acid with tincture of opium. This 
out.— Med. Times and Gaz., March 22, 1862. may be found recommended in the first 
- edition of Maunsell and Evanson’s work 

Clinical Remarks on the Treatment of on ‘‘The Diseases of Children,”’ published 
Diarrhea in Children.—By Dr. Witkxs.; many years ago, and in which the authors 
At the Royal Infirmary for Children but speak of it as a well-known remedy, and 
few remedies are in use, and respecting $ used by the late Dr. Baillie in combination 
these we are favoured with the following ? with infusion of simarouba. The re-disco- 
remarks by Dr. Wilks. He states that the $ very (if the term may be used) isa suffi- 
practice of a Hospital or Infirmary can 3 cient proof of the value of the remedy. Dr. 
scarcely be compared with that of the Ge-$ Wilks finds it, above all others, useful in 
neral Practitioner, and thus, probably, the 3 those chronic cases which come to the in- 
variety of opinions concerning the treatment }firmary. Should the case put on a dysen- 
of this disease; and that, as diarrhoea so ‘ teric character, he adds some vinum ipeca- 
often occurs from some indiscretion in diet, ?cuanhe. Indeed, in very long-standing 
from cold, or from some slight temporary $ cases, the acid with the ipecacuanha will 
cause, that the ordinary means adopted by { often effect a cure when opium and all other 
medical men, or (amongst the poor), by {remedies have failed. It is a remarkable 
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fact, that although ipecacuanha seems to; ther that is improper food, water, or air, 
have as specific an effect on the intestine as; may still be present. The cause being per- 
any remedy which is deserving of the name, } sistent, the disease is so also, in spite of the 
and was actually introduced into Paris two? counteracting influence of the medicines. 
centuries ago under the name of Radiz an-> All such causes may be removed in the case 
tidysenterica, yet many medical men do not; of a private patient, and a correct conclu- 
employ this drug for gastric or intent! sion be arrived at regarding the value of any 
complaints; and thus for years we have particular medicine, but amongst the poor, 
heard of the treatment of dysentery . who flock to our charitable institutions, al- 
$ 





various remedies, to the exclusion of this$ though an opportunity is offered of compar- 
one. Of late, however, it has again been; ing together large numbers, yet the particu- 
used in India with its old and wonted suc- ; lar circumstances of each cannot be so well 
cess. ; known. 

It should always be- remembered that ; Dr. Wilks also states that amongst the 
“diarrhea” is a general term, denoting } children patients, a large number come un- 
merely looseness of the bowels; and it is? der the class of atrophy, a condition gene- 
for the medical man to demain on what; rally ensuing on weaning, or occurring be- 
cause this may depend, as a great variety ; fore this period if the mother’s milk be de- 
may exist. The remarks here, a or bad, or from other causes. In 
apply to those cases especially these miserable infants the limbs waste, the 
children where we know, from examination ¢ : belly grows big, the chest falls in, and the 
after death, that no very marked organic} head often enlarges. There may be diffi- 
change has occurred, and therefore the sim- ; culty of breathing, rolling of head, diarrhea, 
ple term ‘diarrhea’? must be employed.‘etc., and, according as any of these is 
In some of these cases where the nitric} prominent, so the case may be treated by 
acid has failed, a mixture containing nitrate ? directing the efforts against one of these 
of silver has been given with success. This‘ maladies. In such cases it is often found 
is a formula introduced into the Pharma- ? far better than treating the diarrhea, to put 
copeeia of the Infirmary by Dr. Willshire, ; the child on cod-liver oil and steel wine, 
who has used it for years with much suc-{ when, as the general condition improves, 
cess. The dose is ,/;th of a grain in 3j of } the individual symptoms cease. — Med. 
water. Times and Gaz., March 8, 1862. 

There is extreme difficulty in arriving at > _ 

a conclusion as to the relative merit of the; Abstract of a Clinical Lecture on Typhus 
ordinary medicines for diarrhoea, as it often : : Fever. —By W. W. Gut, M. D., Physician 
happens that two cases may come to the‘to Guy’s Hospital. The case, the subject 
Institution on the same day apparently alike ; of Dr. Gull’s remarks, was one of typhus 
in every respect, and to which the same me- ; fever. The man was admitted into the 
dicine is given; and yet one is soon relieved, ; Clinical Ward on February 3, and is now 
whilst the other patient receives no benefit. ; nearly well. It might be said that it was 
Then, by employing another medicine, a; too late now to make this case the subject 
cure is immediately effected. Again, ifina:of a clinical lecture, but unfortunately it 
third case this same medicine be given, the}had an important connection with other 
diarrhea will continue until the remedy, ’ cases now in the wards. 

which was unsuccessful in the previous case,’ This case, Dr. Gull said, although it had 
be now administered. It is remarkable how ; terminated in recovery, had, unfortunately, 
often a change of medicine of this kind ap-? been the cause of deaths in two others, and 
pears necessary, and what is beneficial for} of the illness of a third. Until very re- 
one case is useless in another. It may be, cently there had been very little typhus 
that two cases which appear exactly alike, fever in the hospital. Many years ago this 
are not absolutely so, but require cot tt was very common, and was known 
| 





means from the onset. And what is more } generally as continued fever, or according 
probable is, that in one case the original } to the circumstance which seemed to devel- 
cause of the disease may have been long re-? op it, under the names of ‘‘ Gaol Fever,” 
moved, although a chronic morbid condition; ‘‘Camp Fever,’’ ‘‘ Famine Fever,’’ or, 
of the mucous membrane may remain,;from the more or less amount of rash, 
whilst in another the irritating cause, whe- { ‘‘ Spotted Fever.’’ It was the fever which 
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was produced by famine, and it was now‘ favourable. Typhus was fatal in proportion 
more or less prevalent in the West of Ire- $to the advance of years, typhoid was more 
land, where there was great scarcity. It/fatal in youth. In this case Dr. Gull‘di- 
followed the track of large armies as a re- 3 rected especial attention to the rate of the 
sult of want of food and the hardships of; pulse ; at the worst stage of the fever, about 
war. the fifteenth day, it had been up to 160. It 
The patient, a man aged 28, was ad-$was rare for a patient to recover from ty- 
mitted into the Samaritan Ward on January } phus who had a pulse sorapid as this. The 
10, for a soft chancre. He remained ether} tendency of the typhus poison was to in- 
wise well until January 26, when the first {duce exhaustion of the heart and capillary 
symptoms of fever appeared, and on the¢bloodvessels. It was generally called a 
eighth day of the disease (February 3) he blood disease, but he said that it was doubt- 
was transferred to Dr. Gull’s care. He? ful whether it was not rather a manifesta- 
then had the mulberry rash, and purpuric$ tion of the direct effects of the poison on 
spots on his arms, chest, and abdomen. the nervous system. There is no reason, 
His tongue was clean and dry, and tremu- ’ he said, to believe that the blood, as blood, 
lous. He had slight abdominal pain, but$is directly injured by the poison, and, in 
no diarrhea. Urine, sp. gr. 1010, and con- ? fact, all the important phenomena of typhus 
tained albumen. The pulse in this case {fever may be studied from the nervous sys- 
was 140; the respiration was not accurately ¢ tem. 
noted, but was hurried. ; The rash of typhus was not a definite 
On February 5, the eleventh day, a dark § physiological process in the skin, running a 
purple spot was observed on the abdomen, {certain course as in typhoid fever, unlike 
which gradually became larger—an ecchy- } that of typhoid fever the mulberry rash of 
mosis, or, as it is often called, a vibex. {typhus was continuous, being at first merely 
The urine was still albuminous. There } spots of congeation, which giving way, con- 
was now subsultus, and the patient could }stitute petechize or small capillary hemor- 
scarcely speak, from the tremulousness of ; rhages. This rash was rather to be regarded 
the tongue. 4as arising from previous exhaustion of the 
On the twelfth day the pulse had risen to ‘capillaries, leading often to rupture and 
160; the nostrils dilated when be breathed. $ effusion of blood, as petechie, and often, 
There was still no evidence of implication $as in the case under discussion, the larger 
of the colon, nor of enlargement of the 3ecchymoses, so that really the large vibex 
spleen. On the 15th his illness had reached § mentioned as having formed onthe abdomen 
its climax, and on the next day he was}was, Dr. Gull said, typical of the changes 
evidently better, and from this date hejinduced by typhus in the capillary circu- 
steadily improved, his pulse on the 16th$lation. The same changes no doubt also 
being 100, on the 18th 88, and on the 21st?occurred in the viscera, viz., that the ves- 
60. Correspondingly with this improve- } sels lost their vital activity, and thus failed 
ment in the pulse the general condition of ;to convey the blood forwards, the tissues 
the system improved. On the 2\st the pa-$therefore were hyperemic, and capillary 
tient asked to get up. hemorrhage thence ensued. The lungs be- 
Although this case terminated favourably, ? came gorged, and the urine, often as in this 
two of the patients who caught the disease $ case, contained albumen. Blood and albu- 
from him died. One was a man, aged 55,? men were often found in the urine in typhus, 
who was admitted into the clinical ward for$and some regarded their presence as an 
wasting of the muscles of the hand. A { effort of nature to eliminate the poison. All 
nurse also had caught it and had died. A third } these symptoms pointed to a universal ex- 
patient who had taken it was now recover- ; haustion of the circulatory system from the 
ing from the disease. Of late, Dr. Gull? heart to the capillaries. Thetyphus poison 
said, typhus had exhibited a malignity equal } does not seem to produce any other changes 
to, or surpassing that of the plague. The‘in the tissue that are recognizable. After 
mortality was greater than he had ever seen ? death nothing except such congestions are to 
in any former epidemic. befound. The subsultusand tremulousness 
Referring again to the case, the subject of} of the tongue were equally symptoms of 
the Lecture, Dr. Gull said that the youth {impaired nervous power; the patient might 
of the patient—he was 28 years of age—was ‘ be able to protrude the tongue, but he could 
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not easily keep it out steadily, the brain be- {tient steadily improved. If, then, in this 
ing too enfeebled to supply a continuous in- } case, he had given stimulants, the recovery 
fluence to the muscles. The dryness and ; might have been attributed to this rather 
brown colour of the tongue result from the; than to the natural course of the disease. 
muscles of the jaw failing to keep the ; The course of typhus, Dr. Gull said, was 
mouth closed, the brown coating being due ; a very simple one, perhaps the most simple 
to particles of food and other accumulations ° of any fever; in others it was often very 
on it, and not to any special exudation—an ; complicated. When the lowest point was 
appearance common in other states of like ; turned, there waa in typhus but little trouble 
exhaustion. aca The most necessary things in 
In reference to the course of the fever, ' this disease were good hygiene and good 
Dr. Gull said that it might be likened to an ; nursing. If the patient can be kept alive 
inverted curve. For instance, from the }for fifteen or sixteen days, he may be ex- 
outset, day by day they get gradually worse, jonned to recover, and is usually safe. 
the pulse becoming more frequent and weak, ; Although Dr. Gull said he believed firmly 
the breathing more rapid, and the symp- } in the distinction of typhus and typhoid fe- 
toms of exhaustion increasing. A point is } ver, he also believed that an advanced com- 
at length reached when the symptoms as‘ parative pathology would show that they 
gradually improve. As the first stage repre- ; had a relation one tothe other. In the pre- 
sents the descent, the stage of recovery repre- ; sent state of our knowledge, however, and 
sents the corresponding ascent up to the! for practical purposes, they are to be thought 
plane of health. He stated that the lowest ; of as distinct diseases. 
part of the curve was arrived at on the fif-; How does the patient get well? This is 
teenth day, the depth of the curve being ; a question the answer to which bears on the 
best determined by the pulse and breathing. { therapeutics of the disease. Thus, some 
The idea of the cyclical course of a fever; say that the patient gets well when he has 
was of practical importance. It indicated ; eliminated the poison. If the typhus con- 
that the disease had a definite physiological ; dition depended on the presence of a certain 
history, and that it would, in spite of inter- ; quantity of poison, it was difficult to believe 
ference, complete it; that the patient must, } that the patient could recover if he only re- 
in the nature of the case, get worse up to a} covered by eliminating it, for he was placed 
certain point ; and that then, if he had suffi- in just the same position for imbibing it as 
cient vigour, he would as certainly begin to } he was when exposed at first. Then it is 
mend. To enable the patient to reach this ; ; just when the fever is most intense that the 
point was the important aim of treatment. ' patient begins to improve. Though a ty- 
That there is a certain turn after which } ; phus miasma emanates from the sick, there 
amendment begins, has not been sufficiently | is no evidence that it is thrown off by elimi- 
recognized in later times, and hence the ; nation, leaving the body free of it ; and now 
improvement has often been ascribed to} that it is eliminated, that it would not be 
treatment, rather than recognized as a na- reabsorbed. There is no reason, Dr. Gull 
tural feature of the disease. A few years said, for admitting that the poison was in 
ago, Dr. Gull said, when he was investi- less quantity in the body on the sixteenth 
gating typhus fever as to the question of day than on the day previous, The marked 
time, he had under his care a patient ed ‘improvement about a certain day could not 
was extremely ill with the disease, and fur- be accounted for on the elimination theory ; 
ther gradually gravitating downwards. He ; it was plainly a result of living processes 
was strongly urged to treat her with wine’ governed by time. He (Dr. Gull) could 
and brandy. He felt so certain, however, ; not believe in the theory of recovery by 
that this gradual increase of the bad symp- Selimination. Whilst the patient was getting 
toms was but the natural progress to a’ well, he was a source of infection to those 
crisis, which he felt convinced the patient ‘ around. 
had vigour enough to reach and bear, that ; ; The common theory chiefly supported by 
he did not complicate the case by treatment ‘ ? the chemists is, that the poison of fever acts 
with stimulants. He gave simply beaf-tea, ~ a ferment in the system, inducing a pe- 
broths, and milk. The pulse advanced to ; culiar zymosis, as it is called, whereby the 
120, and for some hours to 130, but on the { fermentisible substance is destroyed, and 
sixteenth day it began to fall, and the pa- ‘coincidently the fever process ends, and the 
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patient recovers, or, at least, has but to re- § and that the remedies should be those which 
gain strength. In order tomake this theory } we would employ did we know for certain 
hold together, the chemists say that a per- } that some of the parts within had suffered. 
son is born with certain substances in the; The patient should be kept strictly in a 
body, as proved by the tendencies to vari- ; state of rest, confined to his bed in the hori- 
ous fevers—e. g., a something the fermen. } zontal position. The peristaltic action of 
tation of which by the scarlatinal poison; the bowels should be arrested by opium, 
results in the phenomena of scarlet fever,} and the smallest possible amount of food 
another something acting on which the should be given, particularly if there is any 
rubeoloid poison produces measles, and so} tendency on the part of the patient to sick- 
for all other fevers. The patient is no longer : ness. Hot poppy or belladonna fomentations 
susceptible afier having once had a fever,?to the abdomen, and the application of 
because all the special ‘‘fermentisible” { leeches to any painful spot, will often afford 
material has been exhausted by an attack. } great relief. A little milk with lime water, 
Dr. Gull said that he could not accept on or egg beat up with milk and brandy, may, 
theory. He thinks that instead of the sys- ‘if the patient can retain it, be given in tea- 
tem getting rid of the poison, it has, on the! spoonfuls at a time, with ice; but for the 
contrary, assimilated itself to it, and thus; first few days after an injury to the abdo- 
become indifferent to it. The facts of ac- men, as little work as possible should be 
climatization are of an analogous kind; a} thrown upon the intestinal canal. The 
person who goes to a new climate is subject, ; lower bowel may from time to time be re- 
and soon suffers from the diseases — lieved by small enemata, but the upper part 
to the climate, which diseases do not, or} of the intestinal canal should be kept per- 
less frequently and toa much slighter de- ; fectly quiet. 

gree, attack the natives. And further, that; J. W., aged forty-one, was admitted into 
the person thus exposed, in time rans Great Northern Hospital on the morning 
an immunity from further trouble. Again,’ of January 29th, having just previously been 
as regards poisons, it is well known that a} suddenly and severely squeezed between 
person after a time may take a poison with- } the buffers of two railway trucks. At the 
out harm, for instance opium, which would} time of the accident he was working on the 
kill another person who was not used to it.} Great Northern Railway, connecting trucks 
Dr. Gull.then made a mechanical diagram} filled with manure. While thus engaged, 
in illustration to show how mechanical} one truck, which contained about eight tons 
forces are indiflerent to each other when} of manure, came down the incline at the 
parallel, and went onto say that he believed } rate, he says, of between five and six miles 
the system became, as it were, acclimatized } an hour, and, in his endeavour to jump out 
to the typhus poison.—fed. Times and} of the way, he was caught between the 
Gaz., April 5, 1862. buffers. 

— On his admission into the hospital, he 
was in a state of great collapse ; the surface 
cold, pulse small and feeble. As he rallied, 

Case of Severe Contusion of the Intestines} he complained of severe pain in the loins 
Srom being suddenly squeezed between the} and around the belly, of difficulty of breath- 
Buffers of two Railway Trucks ; Recovery.’ ing, and sickness. No fracture of the ribs 
—In the treatment of injuries of the abdo-} could be detected. The buffers appear to 
men, or of the parts contained within the} have caught him in the abdomen, and to 
abdominal cavity, rest is the chief element. } have just escaped the ribs. He passed 
Not only should the patient be maintained } urine freely about six hours after his admis- 
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in the horizontal position, but the intestines, 
or whatever organ within we may suspect 
to have been damaged, should be kept, as 
far as possible, ina state of repose. The 
often absolute impossibility of being able to 
determine whether the injury is limited to 





sion, and his lower bowel was relieved by 
an enema. 

On the following morning (June 30th) he 
was seen by Mr. Lawson. He complained 
of great pain in the belly, which was dis- 
tended, tympanitic, and discoloured from 





merely the abdominal walls, or, if not, what { the contusion, especially towards the right 
viscera are injured, demands that the treat- $ side, where he suffered the greatest pain. 
ment should be, to a great extent, expectant, ; He was constantly sick, vomiting even the 
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smallest quantity of food. The urine clear ; but are apparently led by a senseless desire 
and normal. Ordered half a grain of gum ; for sympathy, or a wish to create a sensa- 
of opium every three hours; to keep up} tion. 


hot fomentations to the abdomen, and to 


E. G., a young girl of good appearance and 


take milk and lime-water in small quantities, ; superior education, recently under the care of 


with ice, as his only food. 


Mr. Ernest Hart at the West London Hos- 


Feb. 2d. Much the same. Still very sick, 3 pital, exhibited this peculiarity to a singular 


and the abdomen more distended. As he 


extent, going so far as to submit with con- 


is unable to take the milk and lime-water, $ tent to have the end of her finger cut off, as 
to have a mixture of egg, milk, and brandy the necessary consequence of the injuries 


in teaspoonful quantities at a time with ice. 
Tocontinue the opium and repeat the enema. 

5th. He has taken his nourishment much 
better, but only in the prescribed quantities. 
He still complains of constant nausea, and 
of great pain in the right side, and distension 
of the bowels. ‘The abdomen is like a drum, 
immensely distended, and tympanitic. Or- 
dered eight leeches over the most painful 
part, to increase the opium to a grain every 











which she inflicted on herself, and continuing 
the same course of concealed self-injury 
after the operation, with the apparent object 


: of persuading Mr. Hart to remove the whole 


finger at the metacarpal joint. She first 
applied with abscess of the extyemity of the 
forefinger, implicating the last joint. Several 
pieces of needles were extracted by Mr. 
Hart, and she said that she remembered a 
needle having broken into the finger. No 


two hours, and to repeat the enema, with ; suspicion was then excited as to her peculiar 


the addition of a drachm and a half of con- 
fection of rue. The enemas afford him great 


habit, but there is little doubt that the 
needles were wilfully introduced and broken 


relief, as although little or no feculent matter | into the flesh. Ultimately, the joint being 


comes away, yet the return of the liquid is} 


extensively diseased, it was necessary to 


accompanied with a great discharge of flatus, ‘ remove the extremity of the finger. Imme- 


and his belly for a time is much softer. 

This treatment was steadily persevered 
in until Feb. 10th, the interval between the 
doses of the opium being occasionally in- 
creased when he became too much under 
its influence, or began to wander. 
gradually improved, the pain diminishing, 
his breathing becoming easier, and his ab- 
domen less tympanitic, and on the following 
morning his bowels without any purgative 
were freely opened. 


pital well.—Zancet, April 5, 1862. 


Hysteria; Wilful Self-infliction of In- 
jury.—T he records of surgery include many 
remarkable cases in which patients suffering 
under a morbid and commonly hysterical 


condition have inflicted various injuries on 


themselves, with the view of exciting the 
sympathy of their friends, and of deceiving 
their surgeons. These cases are to be dis- 
tinguished from malingering as practised 
amongst soldiers, sailors, and others, who 
hope by such practices to obtain immunity 
from labour, or discharge from an irksome 
service; for in the class of cases to which 
we allude, the patients do not seem to pro- 
pose to themselves any tangible benefits, 
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diately after the stump had healed healthily, 
the patient presented herself again, with 
bleeding points in the course of the cicatrix, 
the rest of the finger being kept in a bent 
position, and the patient complained of 
great pain in all the joints of the finger. 
The finger was straightened and put on a 
splint, and oxide of zinc ointment applied ; 
but she continued to present herself, the 
splint being always displaced, the stump 
bleeding, and the whole finger covered with 


From this time he rapidly improved, and small excoriations, and presenting a chapped 


in a few days was discharged from the hos- } 


and pseudo-eczematous surface. She com- 
plained of great pain in the part, and ex- 


‘pressed a wish to have the whole finger 
removed, At the same time she managed 


to have several of her teeth extracted, and 
was taking medicine as a physician’s out- 
patient. Struck with the obstinacy of these 
somewhat anomalous symptoms, Mr. Hart 
taxed her with wilfully producing them. 
This was energetically denied. Mr. Hart 
then encased the finger in cotton-wool, 
bandaged it to a splint, and sealed the 
bandages. This plan of preventing access 
to the finger had the desired effect of re- 
storing it to a perfectly healthy state, and 
the patient was placed under the special 
supervision of her friends, and discharged as 
cured.—Jbid. 
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Cases of Leflex and Infantile Paralysis. 
—In closely testing the cases of paralysis 
under the care of Dr. Brown-Sfquarp at 
the National Hospital for the Paralyzed 
and Epileptic, it is observable that in all 
the great number of cases which come 
under treatment by that physician he rarely 
fails to detect indications of paralysis of 
both sides of the body. It is very common 
to read, to hear of, and even to see, cases 
of so called paralysis of one arm or of one 
leg, or solely of one side of the body; but 
the accurate tests which Dr. Brown-Séquard 
applies almost invariably bring out proofs 
that parts of the body on the other side also 
participate. The universality of this ob- 
servation has an interesting bearing upon 
the physiology of the brain, since it seems 
to point to the fact that there is no complete 
decussation of the brain fibres, but that 
some remain to be concerned in the inner- 
vation of the same side of the body. In 
the treatment of paralysis Dr. Brown-Sé- 
quard first ascertains by the proper inquiries 
whether the disease has originated in the 
membranes or the substance of the nervous 
centres, and then proceeds to limit the 
diagnosis to the precise point and special 
character of the lesion. Iodide of potas- 
sium is a remedy largely and usefully 
employed here. Local blistering, the ferro- 
citrate of strychnine, together with blood 
and nervine tonics, are the other most 
common remedies. Amongst the most 
interesting are the cases of reflex paralysis, 
of which the study opens up comparatively 
a new field of observation, and suggests 
therapeutical resources fertile in good. 

A remarkable case seen last week was 
that of a child who was stated to have 
‘*caught cold” eighteen weeks before, and 
who was the subject of a reflex paralysis of 
the eyelids and of some of the muscles of 
the eye. There was ptosis, prominence of 
the ball, and incapacity of abducting or 
- adducting the eye, or of executing its rolling 
movements. Here, then, there was para- 
lysis of the third, fourth, sixth, and seventh 
nerves. ' It was certainly reflex, for the iris 
was contracted firmly, so that one branch 
of the third was irritated and not paralyzed. 
Any central cause which must have operated 
by causing pressure both behind and in front 
of the pons Varolii, must; indeed, have been 
of considerable magnitude. But the cause 
was evidently reflex. The treatment ad- 
vised was iron with minute doses of strych- 
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nine, and to be carefully watched; local 
Faradization, or the local application of 
heat by cloths to the surface. 

In such a case, accurate diagnosis is the 
main step to cure. In investigating the 
cases of paralysis amongst children, Dr. 
Brown-Séquard points out occasionally the 
evils which have accrued from the applica- 
tion of the term infantile paralysis to the 
paralytic affections of children, as though 
they were of one generic kind, and to be 
treated on a uniform general principle, and 
apart from the varied forms of paralysis 
seen in older persons. Dr. Brown-Séquard 
also sometimes points out cases of paralysis 
arising from a very wide range of differing 
causes almost as great as that in the case of 
adults. In one child it has followed an 
eruptive fever, and is the result of a sudden 
effusion into the ventricles of the brain; in 
another, the child is observed to cry out at 
night, to start in his dreams, and to raise 
his hand to his head. Here tubercular 
meningitis may be looked for. Ina third, 
peripheral irritation may be discovered. 
These distinctions are of the utmost import- 
ance in treatment; and, before any course 
is undertaken, it is necessary to make out 
the cause and character of the paralytic 
affection.—Lancet, March 8, 1862. 

Operations of Solution and Extraction in 
the Treatment of Cases of Hard Cataract in 
acertain Condition of the Eye.—Systematic 
works on diseases of the eye describe three 
operations for cataract—extraction, depres- 
sion, and solution; but depression is less 
resorted to than the two others, especially 
in London practice; and some surgeons, 
among whom is Mr. Walton, never resort 
to it at all, because at best it is but a make- 
shift, and is attended with the greatest risk 
to the eye. A hard cataract is extracted 
because the acquired density demands the 
entire removal of the body. When a cata- 
ract is soft—that is, when the crystalline 
lens is not firmer than natural, but, what is 
more common, is of less consistency—by a 
process of breaking down, and very little 
disturbance of the degenerated mass, par- 
ticularly if the aqueous humour be admitted 
by the rupture of the capsule, as in the ope- 
ration for solution, the lens tissue, or what- 
ever remains of it, together with the new 
products, oil, sometimes cholesterine, &c., 
get absorbed. But in hard cataract a prac- 
tical mechanical difficulty may interfere 


. 
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with extraction, to illustrate which and to {absorption be allowed to proceed till the 


show how to overcome it is the object of; 


the present report. 

A female, aged fifty-two, was admitted a 
patient at the Central London Ophthalmic 
Hospital with double hard cataract, incipient 
in one eye and far advanced in the other. 
They pressed forward so much as apparently 
to meet the cornea. ‘The ordinary operation 
for extraction was out of the question, except 
the iris were much wounded and a large 
portion cut off. According to Mr. Walton, 
the more extended an operation, or the 
greater the magnitude of it, and the more 
numerous the tissues excised, the greater 
the severity, and also the peril to the eye; 
and as regards the function of the organ, till 
the proposition can be overthrown, that a 
healthy acting iris with a central pupil is 
better and gives more perfect vision than a 
paralyzed muscle with a displaced, fixed, 
and irregular aperture, the integrity of the 
eye must be respected and maintained to 
the utmost. 

The operation for solution was performed 
on the most advanced eye with all the care 
and caution that the circumstances of the 
case demanded, and the process repeated. 
The effect was all that could be desired; 
the surface of the cataract was absorbed, 
while the centre remained in situ, there 
being no dislocation. 

Although the pupil was as much obscured 
as ever, the reduction in the cataract bulk 
caused the iris to fall back, and a good-sized 
anterior chamber resulted, affording ample 
room for the passage of the cataract-knife. 
Mr. Walton now performed the operation 
of extraction as usual, except that the cu- 
rette was not used, because the lens-capsule 
had been sufficiently lacerated by the pre- 
vious operations. Nothing unfavourable 
happened ; the iris was not touched. 

The extracted nucleus showed all the 
characteristics of the centre of a hard cata- 
ract, being very dense and dry. It is this 
state which resists the process of absorption. 
The irritation occasioned by the escape of a 
hard nucleus into either of the chambers of 
the eye is very great, and frequently causes 
destructive inflammation. 

The eye was opened in a week ; the cornea 
had united ; the pupil was central, clear, and 
round, and the sight excellent. 

It is just thirty years since Mr. Tyrrell 
suggested the double operation in such in- 
stances as the above. He advised that the 
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bulk of the lens is sufficiently reduced to 
afford space for extraction. But this pro- 
ceeding has never received support, and has 
not even been alluded to by some authors, 
We understand from Mr. Walton that he 
has frequently practised it with the best re- 
sults; from whom also we learn that where 
this bulging coexists with hard cataract, the 
lens-surface has for the most part undergone 
softening—a destructive process which may 
ultimately end in fluidity. Is the bulging 
of the iris due to any peculiarity in the cata- 
ract itself? Mr. Walton says it is not. He 
has seen the iris preternaturally forward 
after the cataract had been removed, and in 
one instance of soft cataract its very promi- 
nent position wasnever altered. Inreference 
to this subject, he says further, in his work 
on the Surgical Diseases of the Eye (2ded., 
p. 511)—‘‘It has been supposed that soft 
cataracts increase in size ; and indication of 
it is afforded in smallness of the posterior 
chamber. This is really no proof, as 
changes in the posterior part of the eye, 
especially preternatural vascularity of the 
ciliary apparatus, may throw the cataract 
forward, and even more or less destroy the 
anterior chamber: besides, this could not 
take place except the capsule enlarges—a 
very unlikely occurrence.’>—Lancet, April 
5, 1862. 

Amaurosis from White Atrophy of the 
Optic Nerve.—The following case is a good 
example of.a class which the ophthalmo- 
scope has shown to be somewhat frequent. 
It is, however, of especial interest in refer- 
ence to the therapeutics, as one of our most 
active remedies had a full and a fair trial. 
It is a clinical fact of much importance, that 
this form of amaurosis not unfrequently oc- 
curs in persons apparently in good health. 

John B., aged 22, avery healthy- looking 
young man, florid, well-grown, and of clear 
complexion, applied at the Royal London 
Ophthalmic Hospital, on January 6, 1861, 
being almost blind. He could just see a 
white sheet of paper, but not to distinguish 
letters of the largest type. Could see the 
window and distinguish the bars, but only 
‘* confusedly.”’ 

His account was that up to March last he 
had good sight. He was then engaged in 
close occupation as a clerk in the city, sit- 
ting at the desk all day. He noticed that 
he could not see the lines of his writing 
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well, and within a fortnight of the first dim- 
ness he was unable to go on with his work, 
and at six weeks’ end he could not make 
out the figures on his watch-face. He had 
no head symptoms whatever, except head- 

ache, a sort of darting pain at the back of 
the eyes through the forehead. His appe- 
tite was good, sleep sound, no excessive 
sleepiness, used to dream much, but this he 
had always been accustomed to. He had lived 
in London a year before the loss of his 
sight, having previously lived in the country. 
Within a fortnight of the commencement 
of symptoms he put himself under the care 
of Mr. Wharton Jones, who gave mercury 
and used blisters, the latter being kept open. 
He believes that he took mercury for four 
months (March to June), and in May was 
freely salivated. The salivation was kept 
up for a month, but with no benefit. 

He did not at any time notice any varia- 
tions in his sight. The blindness steadily 
advanced. For four months he has been 
about as at present; not liable to cold feet, 
but occasionally to cramp, especially in the 
front of the legs; has been through life a 
total abstainer from all stimulants; used to 
smoke a little, 

In boyhood, his mother says, he had se- 
veral times attacks of illness (measles, fever, 
&c.), in which his head was affected, ‘‘ was 
delirious ;’’ but from these he quite reco- 
vered. He hasan excellent memory, was al- 
ways studious, and seems remarkably clear- 
headed. In boyhood he was always liable to 
nervous headache, but had not suffered much 
from them during the year preceding the loss 
of sight. The pupils were of little more than 
natural size, and both fairly movable on ex- 
posure to light, the right especially acted 
freely and quickly. On ophthalmoscopic 
examination, both optic disks were seen to 
be of a bluish-white colour, and destitute 
of small vessels ; their margins were abrupt, 
and their state generally, quite typical of 
white atrophy. The larger trunks of the’ 
arteria centralis retine were somewhat di- 
minished in size, but not extremely so, 
whilst the veins were large, and tinged with 
dark purple blood; the retina generally was 
rather velvety. 

This case seems to afford an excellent 





nerves coming on without any assignable $ 


cause, and without any coexisting symp 


toms of cerebral mischief; its course in md 


commencement was unusually rapid. Mer- 
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cury was fully and judiciously tried, but 
without the smallest benefit. It is clear, 
from the state of the retinal vessels, that 
extreme diminution of the large arteries is 
not an early condition. The minute vessels 
of the optic nerve itself, those which give 
the pink tint to the optic disk, had wholly 
disappeared.—Jbid. 

Lithotrity ina Boy four years of age ; 
Stone crushed in one Sitting—cured in one 
week.—A healthy looking boy, aged four 
years and three months, suffering from 
symptoms of stone in the bladder, was 
admitted into the London Hospital January 
23d, 1862, under the care of Mr. Curling. 
The boy had frequent and painful micturi- 
tion, and was constantly pinching the 
prepuce. His urine was slightly acid, and 
contained mucus. These symptoms had 
not been observed longer than two or 
three months. On the 27th Mr. Curling 
found him suffering more than usual, and 
on passing a small sound readily detected a 
stone just as the instrument entered the 
bladder. The boy felt easier after this 
examination. Mr. Curling supposed that 
he had pushed back a calculus from the 
entrance of the urethra; and concluding 
from this circumstance, and from the brief 
duration of the symptoms, that the stone 
was small in size, determined on performing 
lithotrity. 

Jan. 30th.—Chloroform was given, and, 
a catheter having been passed, about four 
ounces of tepid water were injected into the 
bladder. A small French, lithotrite was 
introduced, and a stone was easily seized 
and crushed. Some calculous matter lodged 
in the scoop of the instrument proved to be 
lithate of ammonia. The little patient was 
completely relieved by. the operation. All 
symptoms of stone ceased, and on being 
carefully sounded at the end of a week none 
could be detected, and he was discharged 
cured.—Lancet, March 8, 1862. 


Alkalinuria depending upon Spinal Dis- 
ease, and following Hematuria.—There has 
been lately an interesting case at St. Bar- 
tholomew’s Hospital, which well illustrates 
the influence of spinal mischief upon the 
illustration of white atrophy of the optic} bladder and the urine. 


George E——, a delicate looking man, 
aged fifty-six, an omnibus driver, with the 
atheromatous expression, was admitted on 
the 27th of June, 1861, with hematuria, 
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which had commenced the day before. He the boy had had no return three months 
had been rheumatic sometimes in the loins, ‘subsequently. — Med. Times and Gaz., 
but there was no tenderness in the region of ; March 22, 1862. 

the kidneys. After a few days it was found - 

necessary to evacuate the bladder occa-$ Inflammation of the Tongue.—This is 
sionally, night and morning, with the not only a rare disease, but is one of great 
catheter. The blood in the urine continued 3 danger ; it is generally described as seldom 
until the 8th of July, when its disappear- 3 terminating in suppuration; but this hardly 
ance was complete, under the use of acetate } appears to be correct. The following case 
of lead. From that time the urine continued $ occurring in the practice of Mr. Bryant will 
to be alkaline, notwithstanding the use of be read with interest :— 

benzoic acid and various other remedies to} A healthy carman, aged 37, applied to 
overcome it. He had, however, had im- ? Mr. Bryant, at Guy’s Hospital, on February 
paired power over the bladder for many 33, with inflammation of the tongue. With- 
months, and on the 25th of July this $out any known cause it appeared five days 
extended to the legs, the use of which was 3 previously with pain and swelling. This 
deficient. This condition went on slowly ;increased gradually, so that when seen the 
increasing until the limbs became almost } tongue nearly filled the mouth. The man, 
powerless, although he could very slowly } however, could swallow fluids. There was 
draw up the legs in bed, and as slowly $some fever and constitutional disturbance. 
extend them again. From these and other; The glands were also somewhat enlarged. 
symptoms present, Dr. Farre thought that; Salines were given and hot fomentations 
there was disease of the spinal cord going} ordered, which gave great relief. On the 
on, probably softening, which, from the 3 following day an abscess formed and broke 
man’s general appearance, might also per-}in the centre of the tongue, giving exit to 
vade the base of the brain. He had been about a teaspoonful of pus, and affording 
taking a twentieth of a grain of strychnine § instant relief. All swelling then gradually 
three times a day for some time, and had } subsided, and in two weeks the man was 
wine and good nourishment. There was a} convalescent.—Med. Times and Gaz., March 
little but no decided benefit observed ; in }22, 1862. 

fact, the urine passed involuntarily, though seco 

not the motions; and his legs became very 


much emaciated. He subsequently left the MEDICAL NEWS. 
hospital.—Zancet, March 8, 1862. DOMESTIC INTELLIGENCE. 


Hemorrhage from the Bowel, for one year,; New Hall of the Philadelphia College of 
produced by a Polypus in the Rectum—Re- } Physicians.—In our number for February, 
moval of the Polypus—Recovery.—T he con- 31859, p. 29, we announced the agreement 
nection between hemorrhage from the entered into between the Philadelphia Col- 
bowel and polypus of the rectum is now $lege of Physicians and the late Dr. T. D. 
well recognized, and the following case is a $ Miitter, in accordance .with which Dr. M. 
good instance illustrating the fact :— liberally conveyed to the college his patho- 

A boy, aged 10, was brought to Mr. Bry- 3 logical cabinet, and placed in trust the sum 
ant for hemorrhage from the bowel, of one {of thirty thousand dollars, the interest of 
year’s duration, it had not been constant } which is to be paid to the college for the 
during the whole of that period, but was {maintenance and increase of the museum, 
very frequent, and for the last three months ; the payment of a curator, and the endow- 
had been profuse; it occurred both yo gr of a lectureship on surgical pathology ; 





defecation and between the intervals; other- {the college, on their part, covenanting to 


wise the child’s health was good. He had erect within five years a fire-proof building 
been under medical care, but no local ex- ; of sufficient dimensions to accommodate the 
amination had been made. ; museum, and to adopt certain measures for 

Mr. Bryant at once, from the symptoms, ; carrying into effect the design of Dr. Miter. 
recognized the disease, which an examina-; The College of Physicians have now 
tion confirmed. A large polypus the size of }commenced to carry out their part in this 
a nut was drawn down and ligatured. All bo eopaen A lot was purchased some time 


symptoms immediately were relieved, and ‘since at the northeast corner of Locust and 
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13th Streets, extending to Centre Street, resolutions were presented by Dr. A. H. 
and having fronts on Locust and Centre’ Stevens, and unanimously adopted :— 
Streets of sixty feet, and a front on 13thSt.;' Whereas, during the present unhappy 
of 110 feet. Upon this they have com-; war many of our professional brethren in 
menced the erection of a two-story fire-proof} service among the combatants have risked 
building. This will contain on the first floor} their lives, or gone into voluntary captivity, 
a hall and stairway, with two large rooms} rather than desert their sick and wounded, 
for the Miitter Museum, acurator’s room,} and have exercised their skill alike on 
a janitor’s room, and commodious apart-} friend and foe: Therefore, 

ments for a janitor’s family. Be it Resolved, That in such conduct 

The second story will contain a spacious} this Academy recognizes the true spirit 
lecture-room, a small room adjoining for} which should ever animate the ministers of 
the use of the lecturer; two fine rooms for} humanity, and in testimony whereof, 
the accommodation of the library and for: Jt further Resolves, To welcome to its 
the meetings of the college, a committee; sittings those who have acted under these 
room, and a librarian’s room. self-sacrificing and generous impulses. 

The library of the college is at present as On motion of Dr. J. H. Griscom, the 
large and valuable one, and very extensive? Secretary was directed to send a copy of 
and important additions are promised so} the above to each Medical Journal in the 
soon as the new building is completed. In‘ country. 

a few years it will probably be one of the _ 
most extensive and valuable medical libra-; Medical Department of Columbia Col- 
ries in the country. lege.—At the commencement held on the 

The Miitter pathological museum, by the; 18th of March, the degree of M.D. was 
judicious expenditure of the considerable } conferred on 68 candidates. 
sum which will annually be appropriated — 
for its increase, must in a few years become? Bellevue Hospital Medical College.—At 
extensive and useful; and we cannot but be-$ the annual commencement on the 17th of 
lieve that this valuable library and museum } March last, the degree of M. D. was con- 
will tend to maintain for Philadelphia the} ferred on 28 candidates. 
pre-eminence she has so long enjoyed for} _ 
the opportunities here afforded for instruc. 3 Starling Medical College.—At a com- 
tion in medical science. } mencement, Feb. 24th, 1862, the degree of 

_ M. D. was conferred on 11 candidates, 
American Medical Association, Annual _ 
Meeting.—It will be perceived by the fol-} Association of Medical Superintendents 
lowing notice that the annual meeting of} of American Institutions for the Insane.— 
our national congress has been again very} Dr.Joun Curwen, the Secretary, announces 
judiciously, we think, postponed. that the sixteenth annual meeting of this 

‘We, the undersigned, Committee of? association, postponed from June 11th, 1861, 
Arrangements of the American Medical; will be held at the ‘‘ City Hotel,” in the 
Association, after free consultation with} city of Providence, Rhode Island, on Tues- 
officers and members in each important sec- $ day, June 10th, 1862, at 10 o’clock A. M. 
tion of the country accessible to the Com- - 
mittee, feel constrained to give notice tothe; American Pharmaceutical Association.— 
profession, that the regular Annual Meeting ; The annual meeting of this association is to 
of the Association is further postponed until § be held, we learn, in Philadelphia, on the 
the first Tuesday in June, 1863. fourth Wednesday in August next, 

N.S. Davis, E. ANDREWS, 
J. Buoopgoop, De Lasxie Miter, 
J. W. Fares, Tuomas Buvan, FOREIGN INTELLIGENCE. 


H. W. Jonss, Committee. 
Cuicaao, March 29th, 1862,” Utility of Coffee in Soldiers’ Diet.—M. 


- Larrey, having been called upon by the 

New York Academy of Medicine.—At a} Council of Health of the Department of the 
stated meeting of the Academy held March} Seine for his opinion as to the desirableness 
19th, 1862, the following preamble ‘and of an extensive employment of coffee in the 
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soldier’s diet, speaks in his reply in the tion in the provinces by means of children 
warmest terms concerning its use. He }in whom vaccination has either been ill.done 
states that upon his father’s recommendation $or altogether neglected.’? In the subse- 
it was employed freely in Algeria, with the § quent discussion, M. Robert suggested that 
best effects upon the soldier’s health, as a} very possibly the dangers (and among them 
substitute for brandy. It has also seemed } erysipelas) alleged as incident to early vac- 
to act in some measure as a prophylactic to } cination depended upon the plurality of in- 
intermittent fever, and to counteract some } cisions made for the introduction of the 
of the ill effects resulting from the general{lymph. With a view to the avoidance of 
use of absinthe. He disapproves, however, }such complications, this surgeon stated that 
of the addition of chicory, the laxative pro-;the late M. Legroux (physician of the 
perties of which tend to counteract the} Hétel Dieu) was in the habit of limiting 
good effects of coffee as an article of military { his lancet punctures to one.—Lancet, Feb. 
diet. One of the most incontestable effects | 8, 1862. 
of coffee is the neutralizing the debilitating i 
influence of heat, for which, indeed, et Medical Use of Malt in Germany.—It 

| 

; 

} 





Orientals regard it as a specific; thirst is} would appear that German physicians have 
thus appeased, and the pernicious conse- } been for some time past using malt in bron- 
quences from drinking cold water during chitic and dyspeptic affections with some 
transpiration avoided. M. Larreyisdisposed } benefit. The solution of malt, after one 
to attribute in some degree to the regular ; hour’s maceration in water at 75° centigr., 
employment of coffee, the absence of epide- ‘ig peculiar, inasmuch as gluten is found in 
mic disease during the Italian campaign of } it in a dissolved condition. Malt is being 
1859. During long marches the soldier’s | ysed in the form of powder taken into the 
spirits are quite as well raised by coffee as | stomach, or added to warm baths, and also 
by brandy, while the effect is much lessitg make a kind of beer. M. Frémy, of 
fugacious.—Ibid. Paris, has tried these preparations, and 
m7 states in the Moniteur des Sciences that he 
Early Vaccination.—The Annual Report | considers them as excellent tonics.—Jbid. 
of the Vaccine Committee recently present- | 
ed tothe French Academy, presents some Bl : 
interest from the fact that the question of} The Artificial Production of Ozone.— 
early vaccination, mooted some months ago, M. DELAHOUSSE suggests that the purifica- 
is fully discussed. M. Depaul, the reporter, } tion of the wards of hospitals may be ac- 
states that in spite of the opposition raised | complished effectually by the artificial ge- 
to the vaccination of new-born children, the } "eration of ozone, a substance which, by 
researches of the committee tend to show } its great oxidizing power, secures the rapid 
that this operation is not more dangerous in {destruction of miasmata. A platinum wire, 
very early life than at the second or third twisted into a close spiral form and placed 
month. In private practice, where the under a reversed funnel, should be rendered 
chances of variolous infection are much less | incandescent by Bunsen’s pile, and a con- 
than in the wards of an hospital, vaccina- { Stant source of ozone is thus provided. The 
tion may, as a general rule, be delayed ; but characteristic odour of the ozone is at once 
in the latter case such delays are dangerous, ; Perceived, and the test-papers exhibit its 
for, from one hourto another, cases of small-{ Presence. The apparatus should be placed 
pox may be admitted. ‘‘If all children,” high up in the ward.—Jbid., from Gaz. des 
continues M. Depaul, ‘‘ were vaccinated Hop., No. 35. 
within the first two or three days after birth, 
smallpox, already rare now in comparison} Health of the Allies in Mezxico.—The 
with what it was formerly, would, we are }number of sick, says L’Union Médicale, 
convinced, completely disappear. The re- is daily increasing, in spite of the spring 
sult has already been obtained by certain} season. The Spaniards, though used to the 
zealous vaccinators in the provinces. Such ‘climate of Cuba, have more than 1000 sick, 
a rule should be all the more stringent in } besides 700 men going back to Havana ina 
the case of Foundling Hospitals, as a means ‘state of convalescence. The French and 
of diminishing the already too great mor- { English, however, thanks to good medical 
tality, and of preventing the spread of infec- }care, have only 600 fever cases, of which, 
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among the French, there are a good many} Altogether there is abundant proof of that 
of a typhoid character.—Lancet, April 5,‘ increased regard for human life that attends 
1862. § civilization; and though much remains to 
_ ; be accomplished, it is true according to the . 

Purulent Ophthalmia in the Prussian’ proverb that a work begun is half done.’’ 
Army.—It is stated in the German Jour- ; In the ten years 1840-9, the mean rate of 
nals, that 4798 soldiers in the Prussian $ mortality in London was 2.51 per cent. ; 
Army are at present laid up with purulent in the subsequent decennium, 1850-9, it fell 
ophthalmia. sto 2.36 percent. It isstill more satisfactory 
— ; to observe, that the rate of mortality in each 

Mortality of London during 1861.—The ‘ ‘of the last three years, 1859-61, has been 
Registrar General has favoured us with his } less than the lower of the two rates that 
Summary of the Weekly Returns of Births, ; have just been mentioned. In 1860 the rate 
Deaths, and Causes of Death in London, ; was 2.26; in 1861 it was 2.32. Ifthe mor- 
for the year 1861. The population, which ; tality of London were confined permanently 
was 2,803,989 on April 8, is estimated to; within the limit represented by the mean 
have increased by the middle of the year j rate of the last three years, the effect of 
to 2,815,138 by the weekly increment of? that reduction in the population as it exists 
11,149. Inthe ten years that intervened? at present would be that more than 4000 
between the last two censuses the amount } persons would survive annually, whose lives 
of increase of the London population was} would drop under the mean rate derived 
equal to 121 daily. But its natural increase, ‘from the twenty years 1840-59. And if 
viz., the excess of births over deaths, did measures that have been already adopted 
not much exceed 72 daily ; whence it fol- are not relaxed, the amount of benefit will 
lows that nearly fifty persons on an average { be increased, as the population that is the 
arrived and settled each day in the metro- ; Subject of it is increased. But a higher 
polis over and above that unascertained ' standard of health than any which the 
number of settlers who only stepped into! present tables show is possible, and it may 
the places of persons who left it for parts in} be hoped, will be attained. Sixty-five 
these islands beyond its bounds, or for more ‘ thousand and one deaths were registered in 
distant regions of the globe. Whether; London in 1861. In the March, June, 
London is equal to the task of providing by; September, and December quarters those 
new and improved arrangements for this thousands occurred in several proportions, 
constant accumulation of human beings | which were nearly as follows:—19, 15, 15, 
within its limits, still remains to be deter- Sand 16. The mean temperature of the air 
mined by experience. When a family in- (49°'4) was higher than that of the pre- 
creases in its narrow lodging, in circum- Aiea year (47°) and the mortality was 
stances of dirt and squalor, that aires | theo higher by about 3000deaths. The two 
which should be its blessing becomes its years were distinguished nosologically by a 
bane; and at last fever destroys what} greater amount of fever in 1861, especially 
slow disease may have spared. And in a} towards the end of it, by the much greater 
city or a state the growth of its population prevalence of diarrhea, and a general in- 
is not a strength to be trusted, but a weak- } crease of disorders of the digestive organs. 
ness to be feared, if improvement in its; But last year the mortality from bronchitis 
physical and moral condition is not com- and pneumonia was less. There were 215 
mensurate with the growing urgency of its ! deaths from smallpox, a mortality which is 
wants. . ‘‘ Besides many hopeful improve-# less than that of the same disease in any 
ments,’’ says the Registrar, ‘‘ what is of of the last thirteen years, except 1857. In 
prime necessity, the working classes ave 1852 and 1859 the annual deaths were more 
probably become more awakened to thethan 1100, Scarlatina was fatal in 2358 
care of their own health—to the importance ; cases ; diphtheria in 697. Both diseases 
of keeping their dwellings sweet and diy. | increased towards the end of the year. 
This task, which is imposed on the people ‘ Croup and whooping: cough were very fatal; 
themselves, and can only be performed by ; but the former, like scarlatina and diphthe- 
them, it is the object of police regulations $ ria, increased towards the end of the year; 
to render possible ; and unless it is fulfilled, $the latter diminished. Quinsy also rose, 
public works will comparatively little avail. {and with other throat complaints was most 
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fatal in the December quarter. Scarlatina 
appears to have visited all quarters of the 
metropolis, and with considerable impar- 
_ tiality. There were 1754 deaths from ty- 
phus. It did not appear in unusual force 
till the latter part of the year, and, there- 
fore, the total mortality was not great. 
Indeed, it was much less than that of many 
previous years. The most fatal zymotic 
disease in the year was whooping-cough 
(3497) ; next to it scarlatina with diphthe- 
ria; then diarrhea (2625). In respect to 
the last complaint the summer quarter was 
as usual the season of its activity. There 
were 2247 deaths by violence in the year. 
This class of cases bears a rather larger 
proportion to the mortality from all causes 
than it did ten years ago. The number of 
persons last year who received fatal frac- 
tures and contusions was 719. Falls from 
scaffolds and street accidents make their an- 
nual contributions to the list. When build- 
ing operations are extended in all directions, 5 
and the stream of men and horses from the} 
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London, and has amassed a fortune fit for 
a prince, which he uses with even more 
than princely generosity. He has already 
founded libraries at Danvers, Massachusetts, 
the place of his birth, and at Baltimore; 
and now, after twenty-five years’ residence 
in London, he gives the sum of £150,000 
for the benefit of the London poor. And 
the manner in which the gift isto be be- 
stowed is as judicious as the gift is liberal. 
He proposes to apply the fund or a portion 
of it, in the construction of such improved 
dwellings for the poor as may combine in 
the utmost possible degree the essentials of 
“‘healthfulness, comfort, social enjoyment, 
and economy.’’ Thus Mr. Peabody refuses 
to squander his wealth in the miserable 
shifts and expedients of doles and alms- 
giving, in Consumption Hospitals, Refuges 
for the Incurable, and other well-meaning 
and meddlesome attempts at palliating con- 
sequences. On the contrary, he aims at 
prevention rather than cure, and desires to 
surround the poor with the conditions ne- 


widening area pours through old channels} cessary for their training in frugality, clean- 
into the centres of traffic, casualities of thiss liness and virtue. It seems humiliating; 


description must increase faster than the} but we hope Englishmen are not ashamed 


population. The railway system extended,? to confess the truth, even though at the 
and reaching to the heart of the metropolis, } expense of their pride. Mr. Peabody gives 
will counteract this tendency. But an schools and libraries to his own countrymen. 
zdileship that will widen the streets, open; To our poor, he offers what is one of the 
new approaches, and prevent or quickly; necessities of civilized existence—the de- 
sweep from the streets and pavements the? cent home—without which schools are use- 
hideous shoals of mud and dirt that periodi- } less. 

cally cover them, will promote the public —_— 

health and safety, and in an immeasurable} Budget of the Public Charities of FPuris 
degree the public comfort. The number of for 1862.—The General Administration of 
deaths in 116 public institutions was 10,276, 3 the Public Charities of Paris estimates its 
or nearly a sixth part of the whole. Of} budget for 1862 at 25,029,609 francs. It is 
that number more than a half occurred in} calculated that accommodation will have to 
workhouses. Of 100 persons who shared the’ be provided for 2195 insane (854 men and 
common fate of humanity, nine died in} 1541 women) in the two Hospices devoted 
establishments provided by parochial rates; to their reception. In seven Hospices and 


six in hospitals for the treatment of sick 
persons.—Jbid. 

The Peabody Gift to the London Poor.—* 
The Med. Times and Gaz. (March 29, 
1862,) notices Mr. Geo. PEazopy’s gift to 
the London Poor in the following terms :— 

‘© On behalf of the English community, 
which is engaged in the Practice of Medi- 
cine, we offer our thanks to Mr. Peabody 
for his munificent gift to the poor of Lon- 
don. Mr. George Peabody is known to 
many of our-readers asa Northern Ameri- 





can merchant, who has long resided in 


three Masons de Rétrait, there will be 
784 admissions, as also 542 admissions 
into the Foundling Hospital (there being 
also 22,052 children placed out in the coun- 
try). The eight general Hospitals will 
admit 3932, the special Hospitals 3379, and 
the municipal Mason de Santé 300 patients, 
making altogether 29 establishments and 
17,832 individuals. These establishments 
have to be worked by 2915 employés of 
various grades, whose salaries amount to 
1,741,203 francs. The Medical service 
consists of 93 Physicians, 41 Surgeons, 18 
Pharmaciens, and 230 éléves—altogether 
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382—receiving in payment 354,800 francs. fund Surgeons of the ‘ Massachusetts Gene- 
The mean of the indemnity is 1833 francs} ral Hospital’ to see the very existence of 
for the Physicians, 1346 francs for the Sur- their institution thus flatly denied; but 
geons, 2378 francs for the Pharmaciens, and} M. Briquet has, unfortunately for them, 
496 francs for the éléves. Among the sums never been in America, and he is, therefore, 
to be expended are—for the nourishment } according to his own premises, quite justi- 
and treatment of the sick and indigent,} fied in doubting anything said to exist ina 
8,342,000 francs; fuel, light, washing; aud} country which has by Nature been denied 
material, 2,649,290 francs; location of in-} the happiness to belong to the French Em- 
fants in the country, 2,557,518 francs; and } pire.”’ 
s€cours a domicile, 3,270,727 francs. _ 
Americanized England.— [The following 
article, which we extract from a late No. 
M. Briquer on American Statistics.—} (Feb. 15th, 1862) of the London Medical 
Quite an amusing discussion has been going } Times and Gazette, may amuse our readers. 
on lately in the Academy of Medicine of; An ungenerous disposition to disparage the 
France, on Hospital Statistics. It appears? political institutions of this country, of 
that comparisons were made between the? which they really know but little, seems to 
statistics of the French and English hospi-} be now very general in England, and every 
tals very unfavourable to the latter which } opportunity is seized to gratify that unami- 
brought forth a large amount of patriotism, } able feeling. Our readers, while they can- 
and as the easiest way of satisfying their} not mistake the aximus which dictated the 
vanity, some of the speakers got over the} following remarks, may be puzzled to dis- 
difficulty by denying the truthfulness of the} cover from the statement in what respects 
English statistics, which they denounced as > the institutions of Monarchical England pos- 
utterly unreliable. Among others M. Bri-$ sess any advantage over those of Federal 
QUET was particularly patriotic, and having} America.] 
settled the English after this fashion he did? “* We do not wish our institutions to be 
the Americans the honour of noticing their? Americanized. We do not want the con- 
statistics. We take the following report of} trol of public affairs taken from educated 
Mr. B.’s remarks on this subject from a} and disinterested persons, with no feeling 
letter by the Paris Correspondent of the of responsibility, and no sense of shame, 
London Med. Times and Gaz. (March 29th, 3 and thrown into the hands of a mob, with- 
1862.) 3out knowledge or honour to deter them 
‘* American statistics, he said, were alto- } from selfishness and jobbery.’’ Such are 
gether absurd. M. Malgaigne had quoted }the words of thoughtful politicians, when 
the results of Surgical practice obtained in$ we read of the baneful effects of mob go- 
the Massachusetts Hospital; but he (M.;vernment on the other side the Atlantic. 
Briquet) had taken the greatest possible} Strange is it how all measures for really 
pains to ascertain whether such a place as? benefiting the masses of the population are 
Massachusetts actually existed, and he had} repudiated by so-called democratic re- 
found out that it did not. After having}formers. The persons into whose power 
pronounced this tremendous discovery,}the accidents of mob government have 


which was listened to by the Academy 
with a mixture of amazement and indigna- 
tion at having been thus taken in by the 
cunning of the Yankees, M. Briquet went 
on to say that there was, indeed, a State of 
the name of Massachusetts, with Boston 
for its capital. (The members of the 
Academy breathed more freely.) In that 
country there were several so-called Massa- 
chusetts Hospitals; but there was not one 
Special Hospital exclusively distinguished 
by that name. M. Malgaigne had, there- 
fore, been altogether wrong in his assertions. 
It is surely very hard for the Physicians 





thrown the control of municipal affairs, 
have succeeded seven times, as the American 
Medical Times informs us, in defeating 
every measure of sanitary reform in New 
York. Still there is an earnest band of 
citizens who appeal tothem year after year, 
and who are determined first to wrest the 
municipal power from the unwholesome 
hands into which it has passed, and then to 
begin and legislate against the prevalent 
sources of pollution and death. Near home, 
we may see in Winchester a specimen of a 
thoroughly Americanized city. A memo- 
rial was presented to the Town Council on 
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the 6th inst., praying for an inquiry into the; When we state that the proposition 
state of the sewerage. This memorial, }to entertain this scheme for a gratuitous 
signed by 519 householders possessing by } survey was rejected by the Town Council 
far the largest portion of the ratable pro-;by a majority of seventeen to seven, it is 
perty in the borough, was accompanied by evident that Winchester is sufficiently 
a letter from Dr. Crawford, urging the ne- } Americanized for the present, and that the 
cessity of a survey of the town as a pre- } educated class of inhabitants had better be- 
liminary step. stir themselves to get the Municipal au- 
“*The cost of such survey,’’ says Dr. § thority into better hands. 
Crawford, ‘‘need not, as Mr. Rawlinson } _ 
informed us, exceed £50, or a single far-; Diseased Meat.—[The following account 
thing in the pound on the rental of the;of the meat sometimes furnished to the 
borough. But, if the Council should have { poorer inhabitants of London by unprin- 
doubts or misapprehensions on that point, } cipled butchers and traders, extracted from 
I am ready, in conjunction with the Dean}a late No. of the London Medical Times 
of Winchester and the Warden of the Col- | and Gazette, April 5, 1862, is well calcu- 
lege, who kindly desire to share the re- {lated to excite the profoundest horror and 
sponsibility and rely on the support of the ; disgust, and must satisfy every reasonable 
committee whom I represent, to guarantee } person of the necessity for stringent sani- 
that the expense of the survey shall not} tary supervision, which should be extended 
exceed the sum mentioned, and further, if} to all the concerns of life, if we desire that 
it prove that the sewering of the town would } our existence should not be prematurely cut 
exceed Mr. Rawlinson’s estimate, so much} off, or that while it continues, it should not 
that the Council shall on that account refuse { be burdened with sickness and suffering so 
to carry it out, we will undertake to pay > as to render it a curse instead of a blessing. 
the whole of the costs of such survey. We might retort upon our London cotem- 
“In conclusion, Mr. Mayor,’’ continues ; porary by saying we do not wish our mar- 
Dr. Crawford, ‘‘I trust I may be permitted } kets to be Anglicised ] 
in my own person as a Physician, having ; British ornithology does not include the 
had more than forty years’ intimate know- vulture; the purlieus of London are not 
i 
5 
; 





” 








ledge of the city, to express my deliberate } invested with dogs and jackals, like those 
conviction that the health of many of our} of Eastern cities ; and since the drift period, 
fellow-citizens is being continually under- } hyenas have formed no part of our fauna. 
mined, and the lives of not a few absolutely : The place and office of these useful removers 
sacrificed by the want of proper drainage. ; of carrion are, amongst our civilized selves, 
Whilst many other towns have been making } discharged by the poor and their families. 
great efforts to improve their sanitary con-; When a bullock or sheep exhibits symp- 
dition, Winchester has stood still. Though } toms of disease, the butcher is immediately 
capable of being rendered, as it were, a} sent for to relieve the owner of the death- 
Sanatorium, to attract strangers from far } stricken beast—the natural termination of its 
and near, it has been sinking in repute as a malady is anticipated by a few hours, and 
place of residence. Our College, so famed 3 its flesh is sold by the Saturday evening 
throughout the land, has suffered severely ; gas-light to the wife of the cachectic me- 
from this cause, and as a further warning to; chanic or hard-working navvy. For the 
us to set our houses in order, it has been; last twelve years, the attention of the pro- 













determined to remove the County Hospital 
out of the city, a measure which is calcu- 
lated to lower the value of property within 
our bounds, and one which would never 
have been proposed if the sewering of the 
town had been an accomplished fact. I 
trust, therefore, that every member of the 
council, acting as a guardian of the public 
health and property as well as the public 
purse, will feel it individually to be his so- 
lemn and responsible duty to give the me- 
morial his most earnest consideration.” 








fession and public have been forcibly drawn 
to the existence of this traffic; but, in spite 
of penal enactments, the efforts of health 
officers and inspectors, and the warnings of 
the medical press, the trade still flourishes. 
In the year 1850, Mr. J. Harper enlightened 
the London public by declaring on oath, be- 
fore the Smithfield Market Commissioners, 
that diseased meat, to an enormous extent, 
was purchased by the soup-shops, sausage- 
makers, the a-la-mode beef and meat-pie 
shops; that he had reason to believe that 
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one soup-shop alone traded to the amount of of all maladies amongst ruminant stock, 
five hundred pounds per week in meat of? whilst affections of the stomach and bowels 
this character, and that anything in the} cause the death of the greatest number of 
shape of flesh could be sold at one penny { horses. The evidence Mr. Gamgee collected 
per pound, or eightpence per stone. He } amongst the London dairy- keepers amounts 
added, that the London market was very } to this, that within the last few years cows 
extensively supplied with diseased meat} in every dairy in the city have been affected 
from the country; that three insurance} with pleuro- pneumonia, and that in every 
offices existed in London in which graziers} case the diseased beasts have been disposed 
could insure their beasts, and that it was ofto the butchers. One dairyman asserted 
the practice of one of these offices to send { that “‘ thousands of animals have been sold 
the unsound animals dying from disease to } to the butchers by the cow-feeders of Lon- 
their own slaughter houses, situate a hun- { don, in all stages of the disease.’’ But it 
dred and sixty miles from London, to be} must not be supposed that the Londoners 
dressed and sent to the London market. ‘ are solely indebted to the dairy-keepers for 
‘Cattle and sheep were insured against all} bad meat as well as for bad milk. In most 
kinds of diseases; and one of the conditions} of the grazing districts of the Island the 
was, that the animals when dead np nga lung disease has spread, follow- 





the property of the insurance company, the } ing in a remarkable manner the lines of bo- 
party insuring receiving two-thirds the} vine intercourse, and the universal testi- 
value of the animal and one-third of the { mony of veterinary practitioners is, that as 
salvage, or, in other words, one-third of the } soon as an animal, be it sheep or ox, shows 
amount the beast is sold for when dead.’?} any sign of the malady, it is immediately 
Since that time pamphlets have been writ- } slaughtered, and its carcase is sent to Lon- 
ten, committees have sat, reports have been( don or one of the great towns. At the same 
drawn up and published, and various efforts} time, it would seem that the affection has 
have been made to stop the traffic—andj been particularly rife and severe amongst 
with what effect? On Tuesday, March} London dairy stock, partly in consequence 
18, 1862, at the City Court of Sewers, Dr.‘ of exposure to contagion at market, and 
Letheby stated that in the previous fortnight partly—at least in some instances—from the 
the City Officers had seized 4763 lbs. of favouring influences of crowded, ill-venti- 
meat unfit for human food, of which 3269; lated, and filthy cow-sheds. It must be 
Ibs. bore evidence of disease, 182 Ibs. were { acknowledged, that if the amount of dis- 
putrid, and 1312 lbs. were from animals that § eased meat seized by the inspectors em- 
had died from disease. When it is remem- ployed under the various health officers in the 
bered that this collection of pathological Metropolis be contrasted with the huge 
specimens was proffered for sale in the city} mountains of flesh. represented by the 
alone, it will be allowed that as yet but} 483,388 bullocks, the 2,140,393 sheep, the 
little inroad has been made on the evil. 132,976 calves, and the 159,052 pigs, which 

The question, Whence comes the supply § Dr. Wynter calculates are yearly consumed 
of diseased meat ? has received some light ; in the Metropolis, the proportion sinks into 
from the investigationsof Mr. John Gamgee, ; very small dimensions. But be it remem- 
Principal of the New Veterinary College of } bered that the meat so seized represents but 
Edinburgh. This gentleman has lately $a fraction of the morbid material consumed. 
published in the Edinburgh Veterinary Re-} A large quantity goés at once, doubtless, to 
view a paper on the health of stock, from} the sausage and soup makers, and for that 
which it appears that one large source of} which attracts the notice of the officers, a 
supply is to-be found in the urban cow-§ much greater amount passes unobserved. If 
houses. Of late years two forms of epizoo- § it were not so, the trade would, perforce, 
tic disease have been particularly rife} long since have ceased, for it would have 
amongst cattle—one a contagious form of: been no longer remunerative. Seizures are 
pleuro-pneumonia, the other an affection} not made in doubtful or slightly marked 
known as the “‘ foot and mouth disease,’’ in} cases. Dr. Letheby’s description of a sheep 
which eczema coexists with an aphthons or; slaughtered in a state of acute disease, 
diphtheritic condition of the mucous mem- } which Messrs. Bonser and Son, of New- 
brane of the mouth. Pleuro-pneumonia is} gate Market, contended was fit for food, fur- 
at present in England by far the most fatal ; nishes at once a telling example of the con- 
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dition of a carcase exposed for sale, and of 
the audacity of dealers. In this case, he 
says, ‘‘the meat was not only diseased and 
unsound, but from the circumstance that 
the animal had been killed while in a state 
of high fever, from acute inflammation of the 
lungs and pleura, it was manifestly unfit for 
human food. The conclusion was derived, 
not merely from the fact that there was 
pieuritic adhesion between the lungs and 
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and alluded principally to deformities of the 
pelvis in relation to marriage. So impressed 
is the professor with the importance of a 
capacious pelvis in a married woman that 
he proposes the following regulation: ‘‘Every 
woman shall be required, before signing the 
marriage reyister, to produce a certificate 
respecting the proper conformation of her 
pelvis.’’ Another summary measure touch- 
ing pelvic organs has been proposed by M. 


chest—for these alone are but of small im- } Larghi, of Vercelli: as a preventive of pu- 
portance, and are never regarded as serious; erperal fever, the lining membrane of the 
signs when they are of old standing. It is? uterus should be well brushed with a solu- 
rare, indeed, to find an animal entirely free ; tion of nitrate ofsilver.—Jbid., from L’ Union 
from them, although its flesh may be in the} Médicale. 

soundest condition; they are, in fact, the _ 

signs of disease which has passed oer: M. Piorry.—Under the building pro- 
In the present case, however, the whole of ; cesses going on in Paris, the house of M. 
the walls of the chest were covered withs Piorry has to be levelled. M. Piorry, 
recently effused lymph, which was hanging 3 therefore, like the rest of the unfortunates 
upon them in pulpy shreds. The pleura} who are in his position, demands compen- 
was in a state of active inflammation; and {sation from the jury whose business it is to 
the animal at the time of its death was suf- ‘aeae the damage done. M. Piorry has 
fering from acute pleuro-pneumonia. The$himself drawn up his procés-verbal, and 
whole system, therefore, must have parti-? presented his claim. M. Piorry states that 
cipated in the disease, and have been affected } he paid 3,200 francs per annum for his 
with the concomitant fever.”” In the same’Jast house, and now has to pay 7,000 
report Dr. Letheby mentions an instance 2 francs; and, for other reasons which he 
which occurred at Kingsland in 1860, where § states at length—for repairs, new furniture, 
sixty-four persons were seized with all the;etc.—he makes his material damages 
symptoms of irritant poisoning, and one} amount to31,000 francs. Then, as regards 


died, from eating some sausages made from 
the flesh of a lean cow sent to the butcher 
from one of the London cow- houses. 


his practice; the whole quarter is pulled 
down; no porter, therefore, can give his 
new address when any one comes to in- 


A safeguard against similar occurrences ? quire for him at his old house. His practice 
might, we believe, be found in the abolition $is special. Strangers and country people 
of private slaughter-houses. We trust that 3 most commonly consult him; and, as these 
these nuisances are already doomed. If { Persons are generally furnished with the 
abattoirs were constantly open for iam’ esa of several doctors, they will go 
inspection, and if no animal were allowed ‘ to those whose houses they can more readily 
to be privately killed and dressed, the traffic‘ find. This loss he puts down at 50,000 
in diseased meat would soon sink within in- (francs. He next claims damages for the 
significant limits. inconvenience, annoyance, and trouble 

A friend of ours, in conversation with a {caused by this change of residence. Alto- 
well-known purveyor, once put the question, § gether, hisclaim amounted to 100,000 francs. 
whether he ever sold meat of any animal $The jury gave him 10,000, or 10 per cent. 
exhibiting traces of disease to his customers? } of the same ! 

‘* Oh dear no, sir,’’ was the reply, “I should  ° 
be very sorry to act so by the public; if 


Lithotrity performed on King Leopold.— 
anything wrong isdiscovered, I always send } M. Crviae has lately performed lithotrity 
ything wrong } 


$on King Leopold of Belgium. The calculus 
— ‘ was small, and was crushed successfully in 

A Novel Marriage License—M. Gror- Stwo sittings. Some time since M. C. per- 
DANO, Professor of Midwifery at the Uni- }formed the same operation for King Bomba, 
versity of Turin, gave this year the lecture {for which service he received a fee of 25,000 
introductory to the business of the session, ‘dollars. 


it to Newgate Market.” 





